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The Olympians (Name and Greek Translation)
Aphrodite Aφροδίτη (Aphroditē)

The two most common myths about the birth of Aphrodite place her as either the daughter of Zeus, by Dione, the daughter of Uranus and Gaea, or the son of Uranus himself, from the foam his severed sexual organs landed in. Either way, she was the Goddess of Love and Feminine Charms, the most beautiful of all the Goddesses, at least according to Paris - she won the beauty contest which started the Trojan War.
She was married to Hephaestus the blacksmith, God of Fire, who was ugly and lame, but she had an affair with Ares, the fiery God of War. However, Hephaestus was told about the relationship and set a trap for the lovers. He fixed a strong but thin wire net around their bed and then told Aphrodite he was going on holiday. She declined to accompany him and instead brought Ares to their bed, where the next morning they found themselves trapped. Hephaestus then invited all the Gods to see the lovers trapped and laugh at them, and refused to free them until Poseidon intervened and suggested that Ares should consent to pay back to Hephaestus the dowry he had paid for Aphrodite. This was agreed upon, and Aphrodite fled to the sea by Pathos, where she renewed her virginity.
Aphrodite was worshipped mainly by women, and her temples were filled with slave women, whose job it was to offer themselves to nearby men, and sometimes young virgins would do the same, giving their virginity to Aphrodite. The Romans adopted Aphrodite as one of their own, naming her Venus, and she was seen as a protector of the whole Roman race.
Apollo Aπόλλων (Apollōn)

Apollo was the son of Zeus and Leto, daughter of a Titan. God of the Silver Bow, he was considered the most arrogant God of all, feared by even those he favoured. He is famous for his love of music, and his favourite instrument was the lyre, given to him by Hermes in return for his herd. 
Apollo was a powerful God from a very young age - just after his birth he killed his mother's enemy, Python, a serpent God, at the Delphi Oracle of Mother Earth. Mother Earth complained to Zeus, who ordered his son to repent and be purified at a temple. Upon his return, Pan taught Apollo the art of prophecy, and assisted by his sister Artemis, Apollo captured the Oracle at Delphi and claimed it for his own.
Apollo was fiercely competitive, challenging anyone who claimed they could better him. He became God of Music by beating Pan at a musical contest, and he challenged Marsayas when the satyr claimed he was the better musician. Marsayas played on his pipe almost as well as Apollo did on his lyre, because the pipe belonged to the Goddess Athena and still had her music lingering in it. However, Apollo settled the matter by posing the task of singing and playing at the same time. Apollo found this easy on his lyre, but Marsayas could not complete the task, and so Apollo won, and had the satyr flayed alive and tied to the pine tree which took his name.
A serial seducer, Apollo had many lovers. They, however, often preferred to marry mortals, since they knew of Apollo's fickleness and that he would abandon them with age. He was once afflicted with an unrequited love for the nymph Daphne, who fled from him. This love was caused by Eros who disliked Apollo and wished him to suffer for a while. However, the love faded and Apollo found Coronis, who bore Asclepius the physician. However, she was unfaithful to him, and he killed her in anger.
Apollo was the first God to love someone of his own sex - a prince named Hyacinthus, one of the Argonauts and a hero in his own right. However, in jealousy, Zephyrus, the God of the West Wind, caused Apollo to throw a discus that went off course and killed the prince. 
Ares Άρης (Arēs)

Ares was conceived without the assistance of a male, by Hera, who was so angry with her husband Zeus for his infidelities that she bore a son that was hers alone. She managed this by striking the ground with her hand, thus conceiving Ares, God of War and lover of violence.
Ares was a tremendously large God, always covered in armour, and possessing terrifying speed. His war cry, 'Alale alala' was reputedly a horrific sound. He loved war before justice and violence before mercy; for this he was hated by Athena, who was famous for strategy and restraint. His habit of always joining in battles got him into trouble frequently, and he came close to being killed a number of times, saved only by Zeus who thought it was bad form to let a God die.
Ares had a lot of success with women. Apart from his famous liaisons with Aphrodite, he raped and seduced many other women, who all bore him children, although none bar Diomedes, friend of Odysseus, came close to being great men.
Artemis Άρτεμις (Artemis)

Artemis was the daughter of Zeus and Leto, and was the twin sister of Apollo. She was the Goddess of virginity, who looked after young women until they left her to go to Aphrodite. She was also the hunter for Olympus, and was famous for carrying a bow.
Although women left her when they lost their virginity, she would return to protect them during dangerous times, especially childbirth. However, she was also an angry goddess - when followers who had devoted themselves to her strayed they were punished severely, even with death. 
Athena Αθηνά (Athēna)

Athena was the favourite daughter of Zeus. When her mother, the Titan, Metis, was pregnant with her Zeus heard from an oracle that if a daughter was born a son would be born after her who would destroy his father. Zeus swallowed Metis, and when Athena was born Hephaestus cracked open Zeus' skull and released the child, who burst out in full armour with a war cry.
Zeus was proud of his daughter, who was a great warrior. She advocated the use of strategy, and won many battles by making clever plans. She often championed heroes, using her powers to protect them. She watched over Odysseus and Achilles during their struggles, and was the strongest God who fought against the Trojans, although she turned against the Greeks when, in their victory celebrations, they forgot to burn any offerings for her. She punished them by requesting that Poseidon destroy most of their fleet when they sailed home.
Athena became an important part of everyday life for the Greeks. She taught them how to weave and sew, and helped the blacksmiths learn their art. She favoured the crafts, and taught the people of Greece the skills they needed to live in prosperity. Her adopted son Erichthonius named Athens, the capital of Greece, after the Goddess, and her cult there was stronger than any other.
Demeter Δήμητρα (Dēmētra)

Demeter was a sister of Zeus, and daughter of Cronos and Rhea. She was the Goddess of farming, and peacefully looked after her subjects who worked the soil. However, she gave birth to a daughter, fathered by Zeus, named Persephone.
Although Persephone had a happy childhood, when she reached adulthood Hades fell in love with her and asked to marry her. Zeus refused his permission, because he did not want his daughter living in the underworld. But Persephone was out one day and stooped to pick a flower when Hades removed the earth from beneath her feet, and she fell into the underworld. Hades offered the girl a pomegranate, which she ate, not realizing that it would condemn her to the underworld forever. By the time she was found it was too late - she was trapped.
Demeter searched the whole world for her daughter, and refused to return to Olympus until she was returned. She disguised herself as an old woman, and in her wanderings ended up at a palace where she was employed as a nurse to the son of King Celius, to whom she taught the skills of agriculture. As a result of her absence, crops on earth failed, and people started to starve, prompting Zeus to make a bargain with Hades - Persephone should live in the mortal world in spring and summer, and the Underworld from autumn to winter. Demeter then consented to return to Olympus and make the earth fertile again.
Dionysus Διώνυσος (Dionysos)

Dionysus was the son of Zeus and Semele, who died in childbirth. Zeus tried to hide him by having Athamas, King of Thebes, adopt him as his own son. However, Hera discovered the deception and punished the King and his wife by sending them mad. Zeus spirited the child away by turning him into a ram and asked the nymphs of Mount Nysa to look after him. They looked after him when he returned to his human form, and it was there he invented wine, his most famous achievement. However, when he reached adulthood Hera discovered who he was, and sent him insane. He wandered the earth until he met the Goddess Cybele, who taught him many mysteries, including how to control and use his madness.
In his new, powerful state, he continued wandering, until he reached and boarded a pirate ship. He was well received, but the pirates turned against him and he tried to enslave them, prompting him to paralyze them and consume their ship with serpents and vines.
Dionysus caused whole towns to be consumed with drunken frenzies, and his many exploits proved that his power over people was undeniable. He was acknowledged as a God, and continued around the world, ensuring that every town he visited worshipped him. When he was content that there were enough temples devoted to him he ascended to Olympus.

Dionysus or Dionysos (from the Ancient Greek Διώνυσος or Διόνυσος, associated with the Italic Liber), the Thracian god of wine, represents not only the intoxicating power of wine, but also its social and beneficial influences. He is viewed as the promoter of civilization, a lawgiver, and lover of peace — as well as the patron deity of agriculture and the theatre. He was also known as the Liberator (Eleutherios), freeing one from one's normal self, by madness, ecstasy, or wine.[1] The divine mission of Dionysus was to mingle the music of the flute and to bring an end to care and worry.[2] There is also an aspect of Dionysus on his relationship to the "cult of the souls", and the scholar Xavier Riu writes that Dionysus presided over communication between the living and the dead.[3]
Within Greek mythology Dionysus is made to be the son of Zeus and Semele; other versions of the story contend that he is the son of Zeus and Persephone. He is described as being womanly or "man-womanish".[4]
The name Dionysus is of uncertain significance; it may well be non-Greek in origin, but it has been associated since antiquity with Zeus (genitive Dios) and with Nysa, which is either the nymph who nursed him, or the mountain where he was attended by several nymphs (the Nysiads) who fed him and made him immortal as directed by Hermes; or both.[5]
Hades Άδης (Hades)

Hades (from Greek ᾍδης, Haidēs, originally Ἅιδης, Haidēs or Ἀΐδης, Aidēs, probably from Indo-European *n̥-wid- 'unseen'[1]) refers to both the ancient Greek underworld and the god of the dead. The word originally (as in Homer) referred to just the god; ᾍδού, Haidou its genitive, was tall for "the house of Hades". Eventually, the nominative, too, came to designate the abode of the dead.

Hades and his brothers defeated the Titans and claimed rulership over the universe, ruling the underworld, sky, and sea, respectively. Hades is depicted as a grim figure.

Hades was also known as Pluto (from Greek Ploutōn), and was known by this name, as "the unseen one", or "the rich one", as well as Dis Pater and Orcus, in Roman mythology; the corresponding Etruscan god was Aita. The symbols associated with him are sceptre and cornucopia.

The term hades has sometimes been used in Christianity to mean the abode of the dead, where the dead would await Judgment Day either at peace or in torment. See Hades in Christianity.

Hephaestus Ήφαιστος (Hēphaistos)

Hephaestus was the son of Zeus and Hera. When he was born, his mother was horrified to see how ugly he was, and threw him from mount Olympus. He landed in the sea and was rescued by Thetis the sea nymph, mother of Achilles. She brought him up in safety, and with her guidance he set up the first smithy, where he learnt how to work metal.
In return for her kindness, he made many things for Thetis, and also assisted her son Achilles by making his armour, but the Gods on Olympus also desired his skills. Hera visited him and persuaded him to return to Olympus, where he became the smith for the Gods and married Aphrodite.
Hephaestus was a lame God, either a result of injuries obtained when his mother threw him into the sea, or when Zeus threw him from Olympus as a punishment for defending Hera in a dispute.
Hera Ήρα (Hēra)

The daughter of Cronos and Rhea, Hera became the second wife of her brother Zeus. A beautiful Goddess - known for her white arms - she was a jealous wife, and with good reason, since Zeus committed many infidelities. She pursued her husband's lovers and illegitimate children, and attempted to prevent their births. However, Zeus often managed to deceive her by hiding his children until they were powerful enough to protect themselves from her.
Hera resented most of the Goddesses, since she saw them as competition for her husband. Her one ally among the Goddesses was Thetis, the sea nymph, who was avoided by the Gods1. As the Goddess of married women, and the wife of the king of Gods, she had considerable power.
Hermes Ερμής (Hērmēs)

Hermes was the son of Zeus and the nymph Maia, and was the most enterprising of the Gods. When he was a baby he crept away from his mother and stole a herd of cows belonging to his brother, Apollo. Hermes covered their tracks, but Apollo tracked him down to the cave where he lived with his mother, who denied the charges. Apollo did not believe either of them, and brought Hermes to trial, showing two cow hides as evidence. It was ruled by Zeus that the flock should be returned to Apollo. As this was being done, Apollo saw a lyre that Hermes had made - he was given this, in addition to a flute, in return for the cattle and a staff. 
Impressed by Hermes' powers of bargaining and persuasion, Zeus consented to let his son be the Herald of Heaven, and so become a God.
Hestia Εστία (Hestia)

In Greek mythology, Hestia (ancient Greek Ἑστία) is the goddess of the hearth, of the domesticity and the family, who received the first offering at every sacrifice in the household. In the public domain the hearth of the prytaneum or town hall functioned as her official sanctuary. With the establishment of a new colony, flame from Hestia's public hearth would be carried to the new settlement.


In Roman mythology her more civic approximate equivalent was Vesta, who personified the public hearth, and whose cult round the ever-burning hearth bound Romans together in the form of an extended family. The similarity of names, apparently, is misleading: "The relationship hestia-histie – Vesta cannot be explained in terms of Indo-European linguistics; borrowings from a third language must also be involved," Walter Burkert has written (1985, III.3.1 note 2). At a very deep level her name means "home and hearth": the household and its inhabitants. "An early form of the temple is the hearth house; the early temples at Dreros and Prinias on Crete are of this type as indeed is the temple of Apollo at Delphi which always had its inner hestia" (Burkert p 61). It will be recalled that among classical Greeks the altar was always in the open air with no roof but the sky, and that the oracle at Delphi was the shrine of the Goddess before it was assumed by Apollo. The Mycenaean great hall, such as the hall of Odysseus at Ithaca was a megaron, with a central hearthfire.

The hearth fire of a Greek or a Roman household was not allowed to go out, unless it was ritually extinguished and ritually renewed, accompanied by impressive rituals of completion, purification and renewal. Compare the rituals and connotations of an eternal flame and of sanctuary lamps.

At the more developed level of the polis Hestia symbolizes the alliance between the colonies and their mother-cities.

Hestia is one of the three Great Goddesses of the first Olympian generation: Hestia, Demeter and Hera. She was described as both the oldest and youngest of the three daughters of Rhea and Cronus, the sisters to three brothers Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades. Originally listed as one of the Twelve Olympians, Hestia gave up her seat in favour of new-comer Dionysus to tend to the sacred fire on Mt. Olympus.[citation needed] Every family hearth was her altar.

Out of all of the Olympian gods, almost none of them have as few surviving stories about their divine exploits as Hestia. Sometimes this is assumed to be due to her allegedly passive, non-confrontational nature.[citation needed] This alleged nature is illustrated by her giving up her seat in the Olympian 12 to prevent conflict.[citation needed] But closer analysis shows strong hints that Hestia was a religious force of tremendous and ancient import. She is considered to be the first-born of Rhea and Cronus (followed by Demeter, Hades, Poseidon, Hera and, lastly, Zeus); this is evidenced by the fact that in Greek (and later Roman) culture ritual offerings to all gods began with a small offering to Hestia; the phrase "Hestia comes first" from ancient Greek culture denotes this.

Immediately after their birth, Cronus swallowed Hestia and her siblings except for the last and youngest, Zeus, who later rescued them and led them in a war against Cronus and the other Titans. Hestia, the eldest daughter "became their youngest child, since she was the first to be devoured by their father and the last to be yielded up again" (Kereny 1951 p 91)— the clearest possible example of mythic inversion, a paradox that is noted in the Homeric hymn to Aphrodite (ca 700 BCE):

"She was the first-born child of wily Cronos — and youngest too."

It is also recalled in the hymn that Poseidon, and Apollo of the younger generation, each aspired to Hestia, but the goddess was unmoved by Aphrodite's works and swore to retain her virginity. The Homeric hymns, like all early Greek literature, are concerned to reinforce the supremacy of Zeus, and Hestia's oath is taken upon the head of Zeus, as surety. A measure of the goddess's ancient primacy—"queenly maid...among all mortal men she is chief of the goddesses", in the words of the Homeric hymn— is that she was owed the first as well as the last sacrifice at every ceremonial assembly of Hellenes, a pious duty related by the mythographers as the gift of Zeus, as if it had been his to bestow: another mythic inversion if, as is likely, the ritual was too deep-seated and essential for the Olympian reordering to overturn.

The "great hall" of Minoan-Mycenaean culture as well as the type of earliest enclosed site built for worship on the Greek mainland is the megaron: the name of the Goddess who was venerated in the Helladic megara is not recorded, but at the center of each holy site laid bare by archaeologists was normally a hearth.

"Hestia full of Blessings" Egypt, 6th century tapestry in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection

Hestia figures in few myths: she did not roam or have any adventures. The Homeric hymn To Hestia is consequently brief, simply an invocation of five lines, a prelude:

Hestia, you who tend the holy house of the lord Apollo, the Far-shooter at goodly Pytho, with soft oil dripping ever from your locks, come now into this house, come, having one mind with Zeus the all-wise: draw near, and withal bestow grace upon my song.

In the hymn, Hestia is located in ancient Delphi (rather than at the hearth of Zeus on Mount Olympus), which was considered the central hearth of all the Hellenes.

In classical Greek art Hestia was depicted as a woman modestly cloaked in a head veil.

Poseidon Ποσειδων (Poseidōn)

Poseidon was the brother of Zeus, and God of the Oceans. He was known to be a surly God, holding grudges and tormenting mortals. He also had disputes with many of the other Gods, mainly over land. At various times he tried to challenge Zeus, Athena, Hera and Apollo for their land - all unsuccessfully.
Poseidon was in love with Thetis the sea nymph, but when an oracle prophesied that her son would be 'greater than his father' Poseidon abandoned courtship of her, choosing instead to pursue his sister Demeter, who had come to his attention while searching for her daughter Persephone. In trying to escape Poseidon she changed into a mare, but he saw her and transformed into a stallion, raping her and impregnating her with Arion, the wild horse. In honour of this conquest, horses were made sacred to Poseidon.
Zeus Ζεύς (Zeus)

Zeus, the son of Cronos and Rhea, was the ruler of the Heavens. He was the King of Gods, the one who made and enforced their laws. Zeus had more power than any other God - he is well known for his ability to conjure up thunderbolts.
Zeus is best known for his many, many affairs. He had three marriages - the first was to Metis the Titan, and lasted until the birth of their daughter Athena, when Zeus swallowed Metis thus ending the marriage. His second marriage was to Themis, his aunt and the Goddess of Law. The third and most famous marriage was to his sister Hera, who almost matched him in power and influence, although she displeased him many times.
Some of Zeus' lovers were Goddesses, and some were mortal women. If he could not seduce them in the conventional ways he would transform himself - he favoured a swan or a shower of gold2. He had hundreds of illegitimate children - some of the most famous being Apollo, Hermes and Heracles - and many important Greek families would claim that Zeus was in their ancestry somewhere. 
Mortal Descendants of Zeus, Heroes, and Gods of Greek Mythology
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The princess Myrrha was bewitched by Aphrodite into seducing her father Theias, king of Syria. Myrrha tricked him into committing incest with her, although when he found out, he wished to kill her. She fled and was turned into a myrrh tree by Aphrodite to protect her from her father. Adonis sprang from the bark of the tree.

Adonis was a very handsome man, but still in danger from his father/grandfather. Aphrodite protected him by hiding him in a chest which she gave to Persephone, who agreed to look after him. However, when Aphrodite asked for him to be returned Persephone refused, having fallen in love with him.

When he was killed by a wild boar, both Goddess pleaded with Zeus to revive him. Zeus decreed that he should spend one third of the year with Persephone, one third with Aphrodite, and the other third with whoever he chose - Adonis chose Aphrodite.

Castor and Pollux
The wife of Tyndareus, king of Sparta, became pregnant with quadruplets. Castor and Helen were fathered by the king, while Pollux and Clytemnestra were fathered by Zeus, who had visited her in the form of a swan.

Castor and Pollux were inseparable, with Castor being a great runner and Pollux being a great boxer. They fought together in battles and rescued their sister Helen when Theseus stole her away.

When then twins had a dispute with Idas and Lynceus, either over cattle or two women, Castor was killed. Pollux was horrified and begged his father Zeus to bring him back to life. Zeus said that if Pollux was willing to share some of his own immortality, then Castor could live again.

The two spent one day in the underworld for every day on mount Olympus and became the constellation Gemini in the sky.

Narcissus
Narcissus was the result of the union between Cephisus the God and the nymph Leiriope. When he was a baby an oracle proclaimed that unless he saw his reflection he would live to be an old man.

His parents kept him away from mirrors, and so he did not realise how beautiful he was. Many fell in love with him and some of them died because of it. The nymph Echo faded to nothing in her misery, while Narcissus' best friend Ameinias committed suicide in his misery. Narcissus made many people miserable because of his beauty and his unwillingness to share himself with a lover, but despite that he was happy.

The goddess Nemesis, who fights against excess, was angry at the misery he caused and so decided it must be stopped. One day, when Narcissus was thirsty, he drank at a lake, where he saw his reflection. He fell in love with the image of himself, and leaned closer, until he fell in the lake, to his death. A flower sprang up on the bank, and the bloom was named the narcissus in his honour.

Oedipus
Oedipus was one of the most unfortunate heroes of the Greek Myths. After his birth Laius and Jocasta, king and queen of Thebes, took their son Oedipus to an oracle, which gave them disastrous news. It said that he would marry his mother, kill his father, and ruin his family.

Laius was horrified and decided on a plan of action. He drilled holes into Oedipus' ankles and threaded a strap through, in order to tie them together. He then had the child abandoned on a mountain. Oedipus was found by shephards who brought him to Polybus, the king of Corinth. The king had no children of his own, so he adopted the boy and gave him his name, meaning 'swollen foot'.

Oedipus grew up happy, believing that he was the son of Polybus. When he was full-grown he visited the Oracle at Delphi, which repeated the disastrous prophecy that had been made when he was born. Oedipus was horrified and left Corinth immediately, to get as far as possible away from the man he believed to be his father. He decided to travel to Thebes, but on the narrow road he met with King Lauis, who demanded that he be let past. The king insulted Oedipus and killed one of his horses, causing a fight, during which Lauis was killed, just as the oracle had predicted.

When Oedipus reached Thebes he found the city troubled by a monster named the Sphinx. She was half lion, half woman, and crouched on a rock which people needed to pass. Whenever someone went by she asked them questions, and if they could not answer correctly she would swallow them. When Oedipus arrived at Thebes no one had so far answered any of her riddles, but he needed to pass. The sphinx asked him a riddle:

What being walks on four legs in the morning, two at noon and three at sunset, and is weakest when it walks on four?
Oedipus answered that it was man, who crawled on four legs as a baby, walked on two as an adult, and used a stick during old age. The sphinx was so horrified that someone had answered her correctly that she threw herself off the rock to her death. Thebes was free of the sphinx, and Oedipus was declared a hero. The Thebans made him their king, and he married the queen - Jocasta, his own mother.

After many happy years of marriage, a message came from Corinth that Polybus was dead. Since Oedipus had not killed him, he believed that half the prophecy had failed to come true. He still worried about the other half, and confided in the messenger, who he had known when he lived in the palace at Corinth. The messenger revealed that he was adopted, meaning to comfort him. Oedipus, however, realised that he had married Jocasta and killed her husband, and that they, therefore, were his mother and father. He despaired, and put his eyes out with needles, while Jocasta killed herself upon being told the truth. Oedipus renounced the throne and was banished, wandering the earth with his daughter from the marriage, Anitgone, until he died at Colonis.

Orpheus
Orpheus was the son of Apollo, or Oeagrus, king of Thrace, and the muse Calliope. He was given a lyre by Apollo and became a poet and musician rivalled by no other man. He could charm anything, from people to animals to trees, and his music often succeeded where strong men failed.

He was one of the men aboard the Argos, and although he was too weak to row, he inspired others with his music. He also became one of only two men to work out how to pass the Sirens successfully1 by overpowering their melodies with his own.

Orpheus was married to the beautiful nymph Eurydice, who was out walking one day when she met Aristaeus, shepherd to the muses. Aristaeus instantly fell in love with her, and gave chase. In her hurry to escape she trod on a poisonous snake, which killed her.

Orpheus despaired at her death and resolved to go to the underworld to ask for her return. He played to the dog Cerberus, who guarded the entrance, until he fell asleep and proceeded through the Underworld, still playing. Hades heard the music and was moved by it, and when Orpheus begged for the return of Eurydice he consented. However, he told Orpheus that he must not turn around to look at his wife until they were back in the sunshine.

Orpheus managed this for most of the distance, although it tormented him not to be able to turn, but he started to doubt whether she was really there. When they were in sight of the sunshine he could bear it no longer, and turned around. As he set eyes on her, she died again - and this time there could be no rescue.

Orpheus was inconsolable, and vowed never to look at another woman again. When Dionysus invaded Thrace, Orpheus paid him no tribute, having devoted his life to teaching and preaching to others and also disagreeing with Dionysus' wild ways. Dionysus was angry, and his followers among the Thracian women - who were already angry that Orpheus didn't want to marry any of them - tore him to pieces. 

His head remained singing after his death, and was thrown into the river Hebrus. When it washed up on the island of Lesbos it was found by the Muses, who buried it at the foot of mount Olympus. At the time of the funeral, the oracle of Dionysus, at Thessaly, predicted that if his remains were ever again exposed to daylight then a pig would rampage through the city. This prediction was seen by the locals as being rather amusing, but when one day a shepherd fell asleep on the tomb, he found himself singing uncontrollably. The people all around rushed to see what was happening and in the rush the tomb was opened and daylight got in. A terrible storm began, leading to the river bursting its' banks and flooding the city. It was then realised that the river was the Sys - meaning 'pig'.

Pelops
Pelops was the son of Tantalus and his wife Euryanassa. When he was born his father made a test for the Gods - he killed the boy, cut him into pieces and cooked him in a stew. He served this stew to the Gods, who all noticed the trick apart from Demeter, who was too distracted by the loss of her daughter Persephone, and ate a piece of the child's shoulder.

The Gods were furious with Tantalus, and punished him severely, whilst bringing the Pelops back to life, making an ivory shoulder to replace the one that had been eaten. He grew into a fine young man, and Poseidon fell in love with him, making Pelops his cup bearer on Olympus. However, Tantalus made Pelops steal ambrosia from the Gods, who were furious when they discovered the theft, driving Pelops from Olympus and condemning Tantalus to permanent torture.

Pelops fell in love with Hippodameia, daughter of King Oenomaus of Pisa. However, the king had heard from an oracle that he would be killed by the man who married his daughter. Since he could not directly refuse ever to let his daughter marry, he instead made all suitors take a gruelling test in the form of a chariot race, with the promise that if they won they could have his daughter's hand, while if they lost they would be killed. Since Oenomaus drove a chariot given to him by Ares, he always won.

Pelops was the 13th man to attempt the chariot race, with the advantage of having the winged horses that Poseidon had lent him. His greatest advantage was that Hippodemeia had fallen in love with him, and desperately wanted him to win, so she bribed Myrtilus, the charioteer to the king, to replace the wooden linchpins of the chariot with wax ones. Although the race started normally, when the King's chariot gained speed it heated up the wheels, making the wax melt. The wheels of the chariot fell off and Oenomaus was killed in the accident.

Pelops married the princess and founded the Olympic games. However, his children all had bad fortune - because he murdered Myrtilus, the charioteer who had helped him win the race. They had an argument and Pelops threw Myrtilus into the sea, where he drowned, cursing Pelops and his family as he died.

Tantalus
Tantalus was the son of Zeus, and king of Lydia. He was a favourite of the Gods, and was a very good friend of Zeus'. He was the only man who had the privilege of being allowed to eat in Olympus. However, he twice angered the Gods, once by cooking the pieces of his son in a stew and attempting to feed it to them and once by stealing from the Gods. For these two crimes Tantalus was eventually condemned to a terrible punishment.

Zeus killed him first, sending him to Tartarus, where he was hung from a tree in a great lake. Whenever he stooped down to drink the level of the lake fell too, so he could never drink. There was also a rock balanced above him, which forever threatened to fall and crush him.

Achilles
The Goddess Thetis was a sea nymph, so beautiful that the Olympians desired her, and even Zeus was tempted. However, an oracle told the Gods that the son of Thetis would be more magnificent than his father, and so the Gods shunned her - because they did not want to suffer a similar fate to Cronos, whose son Zeus conquered.

It was decided that Thetis must marry a mortal, and Cheiron the centaur suggested that a student of his - Peleus, King of Phthia - should marry her. She fled from him but was eventually captured and married to him. She had many children, and tried to make them immortal by dipping them in the Styx

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A649910" \l "footnote1" \o "A magical river of Hades." 1 and then thrusting them into a fire. However, this killed all of them except her last-born, whose father saved him from the fire. The boy, Achilles, had only been dipped into the Styx, which succeeded in protecting him2, but since his mother had held him by the heel, that part of him was not protected.

According to legend, Achilles' escape from the fire was very narrow indeed, with his father pulling him out too late to save him from being burnt on the ankle. However, the Centaur Cheiron helped Peleus once again, by replacing the ankle bone of Achilles with one belonging to the Giant Damysos, a great runner. This was what gave Achilles his famous speed.

An oracle told Achilles that he was destined either to have a short yet glorious life, or a long and undistinguished one. Achilles chose the more noble course, and when the Trojan War began he joined the Greeks and was a tremendous fighter. 

His most famous adventure, however, centres around an argument with his king, Agamemnon, during which he shunned the battle completely. Without his inspiring presence, the Greeks lost a great many men, and begged him to return. Achilles compromised - he would allow his best friend Patrocles to wear his armour, fooling the Trojans into thinking he was Achilles and losing heart.

However, the plan backfired, and Patrocles was killed. Achilles was so angry and upset that he rejoined the war, fighting more strongly than ever and killing the best Trojan fighter, Hector. 

However, he was hated by Apollo, who was fighting with the Trojans in the great war, and who killed Achilles in battle by shooting an arrow at the only vulnerable part of his body - his heel. He then pursued Achilles' son, Neoptolemus, who was eventually killed at Apollo's oracle at Delphi.

The Fates
The Moerae were also known as the Fates. The blind daughters of Zeus and the Titan Themis, their names were Atropos, Clotho and Lachesis. They were in charge of the life of every living being - even the Gods could not change fate. They assigned every man his share of good and evil at birth, although the way he lived his life could alter the proportions of each.
Life was a thread, spun by Clotho, representing birth, measured by Lachesis, who decided what the life would be like, and cut by Atropos, the smallest but most terrible of the three, in charge of death. Only once were the Fates ever cheated - by Asclepius the physician. This son of Apollo managed to bring a man back to life, so Hades1 and the Fates collaborated to persuade Zeus to kill Asclepius with a thunderbolt.
Hestia
Hestia was the sister of Zeus and a powerful goddess. However, she chose not to live on Olympus, instead becoming Goddess of the home. 
She was a calm Goddess, and did not get involved in wars. When Poseidon and Apollo arranged a duel for her love she stopped them by swearing to remain a virgin forever. Zeus was so grateful for her peacekeeping that he allowed her the first victim of every sacrifice made to the Gods.
In honour of her place by the hearth, fire was made sacred, with households always keeping at least one fire alight. Her temples contained ever-burning flames tended by virgin priestesses.
The Muses
The Muses were the daughters of Zeus and the goddess Mnemosyne. They inspired artists and even accompanied Apollo, because of his love for music. There were nine Muses:
· Calliope, muse of epic poetry,

· Clio, muse of history,

· Polyhymnia, muse of mime,

· Euterpe, muse of the flute,

· Tersichore, muse of the dance,

· Erato, muse of love poetry,

· Melpomene, muse of tragedy,

· Thalia, muse of comedy,

· Urania, muse of astronomy.

The Muses would glorify gods and heroes in their song, thereby keeping their names and deeds alive. It was a great dishonour to be forgotten by the Muses.
Nymphs
Nymphs were minor goddesses, but they were very popular because they represented the beauty of nature. There were many types of nymphs: 
· The Melias were the first nymphs. When Uranus was castrated by Cronos, blood from his wounds dripped onto the earth and the Melias were born. They lived in ash trees.

· The Naiads lived in springs and streams. They could cure or transmit disease and tell the future.

· The Nereids lived in small calm seas, while the Oceanids lived in the wide oceans.

· The Oreads lived in the mountains and the Dryads lived in the woods.

Nymphs had very few powers, but they were still respected - they were said to be so beautiful that seeing one in the midday sun could lead to madness and terror.
Many beings sought them for their beauty, especially satyrs, who were similar to a male version of nymphs, although they had horns and tails. Sometimes the nymphs seduced the Gods - even Zeus was not immune.
Pan
Pan was the son of the god Hermes and an unknown woman. He was born half man, half goat, terrifying his mother, but Hermes took him to Olympus. There, the Gods laughed at him and so Pan became a god who lived in the wilderness, away from people and gods both. He was at one with nature and a guardian of shepherds2.
Pan had very little luck in love, mostly because he was so hideous. He made several attempts to seduce nymphs, but nearly all failed. He was in love with Syrinx, who he chased to the river bed, where she turned into a reed. He cut her and several other reeds down and made the first Pan-pipes.
He was also in love with the nymph Echo, who had been cursed so she could only repeat what others had just said. He jealously guarded her cave, fighting anyone who came near until the shepherds got so angry they attacked and tore Echo to pieces.
His only real success was with the goddess Selene, who he tricked with a disguise.
Perseus
Perseus was the son of Danae, the daughter of King Acrisius, and Zeus. King Acrisius had been told by a prophet that his grandson would kill him, so he locked his daughter in a brass tower so she could not have children. Despite this, she secretly married Zeus and became pregnant. 
When King Acrisius found out about the baby, he was frightened. Not wanting to kill them, he put Danae and Perseus into a chest and cast them into the sea. The chest washed up onto an island in the Aegean Sea called Seriphos, where a fisherman called Dictys let them out and looked after them while Perseus grew up. 
The Challenge
The King of Seriphos, Polydectes, was a cruel man, and when he met Danae he was enchanted with her beauty. He did everything he could to persuade her to marry him. Scared, Danae refused, but Polydectes would not leave her alone. He was trying to force her to marry him, by pretending to marry another woman. When Perseus turned up at the wedding without a wedding present, Polydectes scorned him for being a lazy good-for-nothing. Perseus reacted furiously, boasting that he could get anything in the world that the king wanted; the king demanded the head of a Gorgon. Perseus recoiled in horror, but accepted the challenge, impossible though it seemed. The king had succeeded in getting rid of Perseus. He thought Perseus would never return. 
The Gorgons
There were three Gorgons: Medusa, Stheno and Euryate. All were once very beautiful women. So beautiful that Poseidon seduced Medusa in one of Athena's temples. As Athena was already jealous of Medusa's looks, she turned Medusa and her sisters into hideous monsters. They had bronze wings, claw-like hands, tusks for teeth, and live snakes for hair. Anyone who looked into their eyes would be turned to stone forever. 
Perseus knew that he would probably die trying to get the Gorgon's head, but he had to try for his mother's sake. As he left the king, he was surprised by two figures suddenly appearing before him. It was Athena, Goddess of Wisdom, and Hermes, Messenger of the Gods. They brought Perseus five gifts from his father, Zeus, and advised him to travel north until he came to the sea, and then to seek help from the Graeae1. They disappeared again, and he looked at the gifts: a sharp sickle, a bright polished shield, a cap, a bag to hang from his shoulder, and winged sandals. Perseus was much happier now, especially when he found that the cap made him invisible and the sandals made him fly. With such help from the Gods he could not fail in his task. 
Perseus flew north toward the sea. When he came to the shore of a dark, misty sea he did not know where he was nor where to find the Gorgons. He saw the Graeae on the beach below and stopped to talk to them. They were old, very ugly, and just one tooth and one eye to share between them. They were the only people who knew where to find the Gorgons, but they would not tell Perseus. He flew away, put on his cap, then hovered above them until they were passing the tooth and the eye between each other. He flew down, snatched the tooth and eye, and threatened to throw them into the sea unless the Graeae gave him the information. They finally gave in and, after he had dropped the tooth and eye next to them on the beach, he flew on toward the Gorgons. 
The Gorgan's Lair
As Perseus entered the lair, he saw all around him figures of stone men and animals, all killed by one look into the Gorgon's eyes. He approached quietly and found the sisters asleep. He was able to look on them safely. The snakes were awake and were writhing and hissing at him. Fearing that they would wake and open their eyes, he used the bronze shield as a mirror and cut off the head of the nearest sister, Medusa. He grabbed her head, put it in his bag, and quickly flew off before the others could catch him. Behind him, from Medusa's blood sprang the winged horse, Pegasus, the symbol of grace and beauty. 
The Journey Back
On the way back to Seriphos, he flew past Atlas. Feeling sorry for him for having to hold up the heavens, Perseus turned him to stone so he would no longer feel the weight. 
He stopped at Larisa so that he could join in some games, but when he threw a discus, it hit and killed an old man. That man was King Acrisius - the prophecy had come true. Saddened, Perseus flew on. 
As he flew past an island on the way back to Seriphos, Perseus saw a girl standing chained to a rock. He stopped to help her and found out that Poseidon had sent a sea monster to terrorise the islands as a punishment for Andomeda's mother boasting that her daughter was more beautiful than the sea nymphs. The only way to stop the monster was Andromeda's sacrifice. As Perseus prepared to rescue her, the monster appeared. He took the Gorgon's head out of the bag and held it behind him, facing the monster. It was immediately turned to stone. He took Andromeda back to Seriphos to be his wife. 
When they arrived back at Seriphos, Perseus went straight to the palace. Polydectes was in the middle of a feast and obviously had not expected to see Perseus again. The king did not believe that he had managed to bring back the head of a Gorgon. Perseus took the head out of the bag and showed them. They all turned to stone. Danae was left in peace, as the king had not been able to force her to marry him. Perseus gave back the gifts of the gods and made Athena a present of the Gorgon's head, as thanks for her help. 
Perseus and Andromeda had many children and became the great-grandparents of Heracles. 
King Midas
Historically, it is known that a Midas was king of Phrygia in the late eighth century BC. Phrygia had many kings who bore the name Midas. He may be identical with Mita, a king of the Mushki who is known from a list of allies of Sargon II of Assyria, dated to 709 BC. Herodotus[4] recorded the votive offerings at Delphi of Gyges and of his predecessor Midas "son of Gordias king of Phrygia... who dedicated for an offering the royal throne on which he sat before all to decide causes; and this throne, a sight worth seeing, stands in the same place with the bowls of Gyges. This gold and silver which Gyges dedicated is called Gygian by the people of Delphi, after the name of him who offered it."

Pausanias was aware that Midas, son of Gordias, was venerated as city founder at Phrygian Ancyra (Ankara)[5]
Myth
Once, Dionysus found his old schoolmaster and foster father, Silenus, missing.[7] The old man had been drinking wine, and had wandered away drunk, and was found by some peasants, who carried him to their king, Midas (alternatively, he passed out in Midas' rose garden). Midas recognized him, and treated him hospitably, entertaining him for ten days and nights with politeness, while Silenus entertained Midas and his friends with stories and songs.[8] On the eleventh day he brought Silenus back to Dionysus. Dionysus offered Midas his choice of whatever reward he wanted. Midas asked that whatever he might touch should be changed into gold. Midas rejoiced in his new power, which he hastened to put to the test. He touched an oak twig and a stone and both turned to gold. Overjoyed, as soon as he got home, he ordered the servants to set a feast on the table. "So Midas, king of Lydia, swelled at first with pride when he found he could transform everything he touched to gold: but when he beheld his food grow rigid and his drink harden into golden ice then he understood that this gift was a bane and in his loathing for gold cursed his prayer" (Claudian, In Rufinem). In a version told by Nathaniel Hawthorne,[9] he found that when he touched his daughter, she turned into a statue as well.

Now he hated the gift he had coveted. He prayed to Dionysus, begging to be delivered from starvation. Dionysus heard and consented; he told Midas to wash in the river Pactolus. He did so, and when he touched the waters, the power passed into the river, and the river sands became changed into gold [Alernatively, Midas jumped into the water and immediately, the water turned into gold, killing Midas]. This explained why the river Pactolus was so rich in gold and the wealth of the dynasty claiming Midas as forefather, no doubt the impetus for this etiological myth. (Graves). Gold was perhaps not the only metallic source of Midas' riches: "King Midas, a Phrygian, son of Cybele, first discovered black and white lead."[10]
Midas, now hating wealth and splendor, moved to the country, and became a worshipper of Pan, the god of the fields.[11] Roman mythographers[12] asserted that his tutor in music was Orpheus. Once Pan had the audacity to compare his music with that of Apollo, and to challenge Apollo, the god of the lyre, to a trial of skill. Tmolus, the mountain-god, was chosen as umpire. Pan blew on his pipes, and with his rustic melody gave great satisfaction to himself and his faithful follower, Midas, who happened to be present. Then Apollo struck the strings of his lyre. Tmolus at once awarded the victory to Apollo, and all but Midas agreed with the judgment. He dissented, and questioned the justice of the award. Apollo would not suffer such a depraved pair of ears any longer, and caused them to become the ears of a donkey.[13]
Midas was mortified at this mishap. He attempted to hide his misfortune with an ample turban or headdress. But his hairdresser of course knew the secret. He was told not to mention it. He could not keep the secret; so he went out into the meadow, dug a hole in the ground, whispered the story into it, and covered the hole up. A thick bed of reeds sprang up in the meadow, and began whispering the story and saying "King Midas has a donkey's ears." Some of his people heard and began to gossip about it. Midas found out who had told, and was going to kill him, but decided not to. Apollo then came and gave him normal ears again, as he had completely shown that he had changed his ways. Also, as a gift, Apollo gave Midas his daughter back. In glee, Midas grabbed his daughter, and she returned to her golden state. Angrily Midas dug his hands into the earth, and in some versions of mythology it is said that even Atlas himself was turned to gold. Midas then prayed to Cupid, begging him to get revenge on Apollo. Cupid came to him, and told him to touch and turn one of his arrows into gold. Upon doing so, Cupid went to Apollo and shot him with the Golden Arrow. Apollo didn't turn to gold, however. It is said that Apollo himself was given headaches for all of eternity with the overwhelming sense of love and greed (gold).

Sarah Morris demonstrated (Morris 2004) that donkeys' ears were a Bronze Age royal attribute, born by King Tarkasnawa (Greek Tarkondemos) of Mira, on a seal inscribed in both Hittite cuneiform and Luwian hieroglyphs: in this connection the myth would appear to justify for Greeks the exotic attribute.

Heracles
In Greek mythology, Heracles or Herakles ("glory of Hera", or Alcides, original name) "Ἥρα + κλέος, Ἡρακλῆς)" was a divine hero, the son of Zeus and Alcmene, stepson of Amphitryon[1] and great-grandson (and half-brother) of Perseus. He was the greatest of the Greek heroes, a paragon of masculinity, the ancestor of royal clans and a champion of the Olympian order against chthonic monsters. In Rome and the modern West, he is known as Hercules, with whom the later Roman Emperors, in particular Commodus and Maximinus, often identified themselves. The Romans adopted the Greek version of his life and works essentially unchanged, but added anecdotal detail of their own, some of it linking the hero with the geography of the Central Mediterranean. Details of his cult were adapted to Rome as well.

Extraordinary strength, courage, ingenuity, and sexual prowess with both males and females were among his characteristic attributes. Although he was not as clever as the likes of Odysseus or Nestor, Heracles used his wits on several occasions when his strength did not suffice, such as when laboring for King Augeias, wrestling the giant Antaeus, or tricking Atlas into taking the sky back onto his shoulders. Together with Hermes he was the patron and protector of gymnasia and palaestrae.[2] His iconographic attributes are the lion skin and the club. These qualities did not prevent him from being regarded as a playful figure who used games to relax from his labors and played a great deal with children.[3] By conquering dangerous archaic forces he is said to have "made the world safe for mankind" and to be its benefactor.[4]
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