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Poetry Structures

There are over 50 different Poetry Structures however, in this unit of poetry, we will choosing only 15. There are many structures listed below with examples given.  For more information, visit these websites:

· http://www.shadowpoetry.com/resources/wip/types.html
· http://members.cox.net/berniehpoetry/styles.html
· http://www.writing.com/main/view_item/item_id/945057
Acrostic Style - where the first letter of each line spells a word, usually using the same words as in the title. An example: The Carousel

C  ontagious,
A  biding charm,
R  iding around,
O  blivious of all,
U  nder the carousel
S  miling broad,
E  xcitement
L  asting forever.
Ballad Style- A short narrative poem with stanzas of two or four lines and usually a refrain. The story of a ballad can originate from a wide range of subject matter, but most frequently deals with folk-lore or popular legends. Most ballads are suitable for singing and are generally written in ballad meter, last words of the second and fourth lines rhyming.
 

As Jesse looked around
she was goin' the other way.
Jesse made the wrong move
now there's nothin' he can say.

Sarah was real excited
to see her boyfriend Jess.
But he was more interested
in all of his success.

You see old Jess was sheriff
and he wore that badge so proud.
He was always boastful
when ever he got by a crowd.

As Jesse looked around
she was goin' the other way.
Jesse made the wrong move
now there's nothin' he can say.

One day Jess told the girls
that she was just a friend.
Then, when they all asked her
he just tried to make amend.
Right then Sarah asked him
just when that they'd be wed.
Old Jess just 'bout choked
and then his face turned red.

As Jesse looked around
she was goin' the other way.
Jesse made the wrong move
now there's nothin' he can say.

Sarah decided to go home
and leave old Jess right here.
Jess gave her face a slap
and took another sip of beer.

Then Ben the local preacher
had seen what Jess just did.
He shot old Jess in a fair fight
and helped them close the lid.

As Jesse looked around
she was goin' the other way.
Jesse made the wrong move
now there's nothin' he can say.



Cinquain- 5 lined un--rhyming poem (1-2-3-4-1)- 1 word on the top row, 2 on the second, 3 on the third, 4 on the fourth and one on the last Cinquain is a short, usually unrhymed poem consisting of twenty-two syllables distributed as 2, 4, 6, 8, 2, in five lines.  It was developed by the Imagist poet, Adelaide Crapsey. (For further information, please scroll down for an article on Cinquain from the SP Quill Quarterly Magazine written by Deborah P Kolodji.) Another form, sometimes used by school teachers to teach grammar, is as follows:

Line 1: Noun

Line 2: Description of Noun

Line 3: Action

Line 4: Feeling or Effect

Line 5: Synonym of the initial noun.

Example:
angels

kind beyond words

they protect and forgive

and make feelings of blissfulness

cherubim

Clerihew Style: A Clerihew is a comic verse consisting of two couplets and a specific rhyming scheme, aabb invented by Edmund Clerihew Bentley (1875-1956) at the age of 16.  The poem 

is about/deals with a person/character within the first rhyme.  In most cases, the first line names a person, and the second line ends with something that rhymes with the name of the person. One of the most remembered Clerihew from Bentley's collection is:

    Sir Humphrey Davy

    Abominated gravy.

    He lived in the odium

    Of having discovered sodium.

Diamante Style: A Diamante is a seven-lined contrast poem set up in a diamond shape.  The first line begins with a noun/subject, and second line contains two adjectives that describe the beginning noun.  The third line contains three words ending in -ing relating to the noun/subject.  The forth line contains two words that describe the noun/subject and two that describe the closing synonym/antonym.  If using an antonym for the ending, this is where the shift should occur.  In the fifth line are three more -ing words describing the ending antonym/synonym, and the sixth are two more adjectives describing the ending antonym/synonym.  The last line ends with the first noun's antonym or synonym. To make it a bit simpler, here is a diagram.

Line 1: Noun or subject

Line 2: Two Adjectives describing the first noun/subect

Line 3: Three -ing words describing the first noun/subect

Line 4: Four words: two about the first noun/subect, two about the antonym/synonym

Line 5: Three -ing words about the antonym/synonym

Line 6: Two adjectives describing the antonym/synonym

Line 7: Antonym/synonym for the subject

Example #1:
                   Rain

              humid, damp

refreshing, dripping, splattering

    wet, slippery, cold, slushy 

     sliding, melting, freezing

                frigid, icy

                   Snow


Didactic Style- is a form of poetry intended for instruction, such as, for knowledge or to teach. 

Recipe For Heavenly Destination
To get to Heaven

And stay with Christ

Follow this recipe

And his face you will see

Love

Love your neighbor

Love everyman

Spread the love as much as you can

Pray

Talk to the Lord

Show Him you care

With Him your feelings and worries share

Follow

Follow his teachings

Follow his way

Wherever he goes, follow you may

Lead

Lead the ones who don't see

Lead the ones that don't feel the love

Lead them to the Lord above

Englyn Milwr: Stanza of three, seven syllable lines turning around the same rhyme.
x x x x x x a
x x x x x x a
x x x x x x a


Walking briskly through the snow
Not caring which way I go
I let my mind and thoughts flow.

Squirrels scurry to hide their food
Coldness is bad for my mood
Causing me to always brood.

Birds flying away from here,
Towards the warmth they do steer
For the winter they do fear.

Like birds who have taken flight
I wonder if it is right
Running from this winter bite.

To the warmth, I head back in
to my fireplace in the den
To write poetry again.

Epic: An Epic is a long narrative poem celebrating the adventures and achievements of a hero...epics deal with the traditions, mythical or historical, of a nation.  examples:  Beowulf, The Iliad and the Odyssey, and Aeneid


Epigram: Epigrams are short satirical poems ending with either a humorous retort or a stinging punchline. Used mainly as expressions of social criticism or political satire, the most common forms are written as a couplet: a pair of rhymed lines in the same meter. Practioners of this poetic expression include John Dunne, Ben Jonson, William Blake and Robert Frost.

Bent and battered, the live oaks have through ages survived

until developed senses of modern man ripped them up still alive.

Time rolls out down wide grassy lawns

yet within these suburbs a dearth of it is spawned.

Such volunteers are said to advocate

but to the law, they instead frustrate. 

Epitaph Style: A brief poem inscribed on a tombstone praising a deceased person, usually with rhyming lines. 


What happened to me, was not good,

Hit by a car, bounced off the hood,

Would get up, if only I could,

Now here I lay, where once I stood.

Copyright © 2001 Lorraine Nisbet


Free Verse: An irregular form of poetry in which the content free of traditional rules of versification, (freedom from fixed meter or rhyme). NO RULES!! Example: Ode to Job

Job came down

in a

woosh, outstretched

and gliding into the horizon.

Blue shadowed

flight

arrested by

the beckoning marsh.

His greatness bears

much

yet not

the anguish of ancient

prophecy.

Situated grievances weigh

feathery

on this long,

strong back.  Unconscious

emotion

numbs while

time drifts out

another

sun salted

day. 

Ghazal (http://www.writing.com/main/view_item/item_id/712280) The Ghazal was developed in Persia in the 10th century AD. It was brought to India with the Mogul invasion in the 12th century. The Ghazal tradition is currently practiced in Iran (Farsi), Pakistan (Urdu) and India (Urdu and Hindi). In India, especially in Northern India, there are many people who may not know the Urdu script but can speak and understand a good amount of Urdu and can read and write the same in Hindi or Devnagari script. 

Ghazals have been written in English also, but only sporadically. Often, these don’t have the strict traditional form. Some authors include Adrienne Rich, W.S. Merwin and William Matthews.

A ghazal consists of couplets in which the last 1-3 words of both lines of the first couplet and each second line of the subsequent couplets are repeated as refrain [called radeef], while the word immediately preceding the refrain is a rhyming one and is called kaafia.  Example:

CALL OF THE HEART

She, from distance, calls today.
Her memory crawls today.

Each and every thought of her,
Verily enthralls today.

I can’t take my eyes off her
Picture on the walls today.

In my empty house her voice
Echoes in the halls today.

Seeing her in the dream I felt,
Manna, as if, falls today.

Khalish, I can’t forget her.
My heart, for her, tolls today.

Haiku: Most popular definition, but there is more to haiku than meets the eye. Haiku (also called nature or seasonal haiku) is an unrhymed Japanese verse consisting of three unrhymed lines of five, seven, and five syllables (5, 7, 5) or 17 syllables in all.  Haiku is usually written in the present tense and focuses on nature (seasons).

Pink cherry blossoms

Cast shimmering reflections 

On seas of Japan

Copyright © Andrea

Kyrielle: A Kyrielle is a French form of rhyming poetry written in quatrains (a stanza consisting of 4 lines), and each quatrain contains a repeating line or phrase as a refrain (usually appearing as the last line of each stanza). Each line within the poem consists of only eight syllables. There is no limit to the amount of stanzas a Kyrielle may have, but three is considered the accepted minimum. 

My Bouquet
Some days I sing, some days I cry.

My soul's the one determines why.

Sometimes it laughs, sometimes it mourns.

On my bouquet are many thorns.

Wake up each day, face a dark cloud.

My happiness wrapped in a shroud.

The day begins; to me it scorns.

On my bouquet are many thorns.

Lay down my head, dark nights begun.

With the sad setting of the sun.

From all my sorrows my heart mourns.

On my bouquet are many thorns.

Limerick Style: A Limerick is a rhymed humorous or nonsense poem of five lines which originated in Limerick, Ireland.  The Limerick has a set rhyme scheme of : a-a-b-b-a with a syllable structure of: 9-9-6-6-9.  The rhythm of the poem should go as follows:

Lines 1, 2, 5: weak, weak, STRONG, weak, weak, STRONG, weak, weak, STRONG, weak, weak

Lines 3, 4: weak, weak, STRONG, weak, weak, STRONG, weak, weak

This is the most commonly heard first line of a limerick: "There once was a man from Nantucket."

The Test Pilot
A Plane builder needed a pilot,

So Bob told the guy, he would try it.

When Bob took to the air,

Plane parts fell everywhere.

Bob radioed “where shall I pile it?”
Copyright © 2005 Jim Dupy

Minute Poetry: Rhyming verse form consisting of 12 lines of 60 syllables written in strict iambic meter.  The poem is formatted into 3 stanzas of 8,4,4,4;  8,4,4,4;  8,4,4,4 syllables.  The rhyme scheme is as follows: aabb, ccdd, eeff
I Need Someone
I need someone to hold me tight

Through dark of night,

Who won’t go ’way

At break of day.

Someone whose love will mend the seams

Of broken dreams,

And give me back

The trust I lack.

For love, it holds the magic key

To set me free,

To heal my soul

And make me whole. 

Monody: A monody is a poem in which one person laments another's death, as in Tennyson's  Break, Break, Break, or Wordsworth's She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways.  (Also see Dirge, Elegy, Epitaph)

The Sea's Handmaiden
She often walked along the shore

In windy weather or in fair,

But now my love shall stroll no more,

Nor will the breeze play with her hair.

I did not even know her name

When she came to me that summer day.

A wild thing that I could never tame,

But all the same, I thought she'd stay.

I've lost her, my love, to the sea

Her footsteps fading in the sand.

If only the waves would return her to me,

So we might stroll hand in hand.

Copyright © 2001 Dendrobia

Monorhyme- is a poem in which all the lines have the same end rhyme.


Late for Class
I realized it was half past four

When I, quite late, ran out the door.

My history class I so abhor,

But I missed two sessions the week before.

I failed a test on ancient lore

And forgot the date of the Second World War.

(Man, my brain was really sore.)

Up the marble stairs I tore,

And slid across a just-mopped floor:

I banged my knee and loudly swore,

To wake -again- at half past four!

These nightmares I can stand no more...

Copyright © 2001 Dendrobia


Ode- is a poem praising and glorifying a person, place or thing. Ode To A Butterfly
Oh! the butterfly 

he flutters all day, 

he roams the skies 

with some delay. 

He alights on trees, fences 

and roses, 

to whatever attracts his fancy 

he will do his poses. 

He's up, he's down 

he dances with the breeze,

he comes, he goes 

and does it with ease. 

As I watch him 

in pure delight, 

I begin to wonder 

if he knows his own plight. 

For soon spring turns into summer 

then summer flies quickly by, 

the sun setting early 

into a darkening sky. 

The butterfly is gone now 

replaced by snow, 

but he will be back again 

to put on his beautiful show.

Copyright © 2001 Lorraine Nisbet


Palindrome- Also Known as Mirrored Poetry. A palindrome, by definition, is a word, phrase, verse, sentence, or even poem that reads the same forward or backward.  It stems from the Greek word palindromos: palin, meaning again, and dromos, meaning a running.  Combining the two together, the Greek meaning gives us, running back again...

Shown below are examples of the word-unit palindrome. The carefully placed words form the same 

sentence, whether it is read forward or backward.  For example, 'Mirrored images reflect images 

mirrored' which includes a word in the center as a reversal point for the sentence or even the poem.

Reflections
Life-

imitates nature,

always moving, traveling continuously.

Falling leaves placed delicately;

foliage touching the echoing waters,

clarity removed -

Reflections distorted through waves rippling;

gracefully dancing

mirrored images

- reflect -

images mirrored.

Dancing gracefully,

rippling waves through distorted reflections -

removed clarity.

Waters echoing the touching foliage;

delicately placed leaves falling -

continuously traveling, moving always,

nature imitates

life.

Copyright © 2002 Lynne C. Fadden

Pantoum: The pantoum consists of a series of quatrains rhyming ABAB in which the second and fourth lines of a quatrain recur as the first and third lines in the succeeding quatrain; each quatrain introduces a new second rhyme as BCBC, CDCD. The first line of the series recurs as the last line of the closing quatrain, and third line of the poem recurs as the second line of the closing quatrain, rhyming ZAZA. The design is simple:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Line 4

Line 5 (repeat of line 2)

Line 6

Line 7 (repeat of line 4)

Line 8

Continue with as many stanzas as you wish, but the ending stanzathen repeats the second and 

fourth lines of the previous stanza (as its first and third lines), and also repeats the third line of 

the first stanza, as its second line, and the first line of the first stanza as its fourth. So the first 

line of the poem is also the last.

Last stanza:

Line 2 of previous stanza

Line 3 of first stanza

Line 4 of previous stanza

Line 1 of first stanza

It All Started With A Packet of Seeds
It all started with a packet of seeds,

     To be planted with tenderness and care,

At the base of an Oak, free from all weeds.

     They will produce such beauty and flare.

To be planted with tenderness and care,

     A cacophony of colorful flowers,

They will produce such beauty and flare.

     With an aroma that can continue for hours.

A cacophony of colorful flowers,

     Bright oranges with yellows and reds,

With an aroma that can continue for hours,

     Delivered from their fresh flower beds.

Bright oranges with yellows and reds,

     At the base of an oak, free from all weeds,

Delivered from their fresh flower beds,

     At all started with a packet of seeds.

Copyright © 2001 Sally Ann Roberts

Quatrain Style: A Quatrain is a poem consisting of four lines of verse with a specific rhyming scheme. A few examples of a quatrain rhyming scheme are as follows:

#1) abab

#2) abba -- envelope rhyme

#3) aabb

#4) aaba, bbcb, ccdc, dddd -- chain rhyme

Lord of Deceit
Trapped within a haze of fear,

The Lord of Lies does appear.

Clouded by so much that’s wrong,

Truth gets twisted by his song.

Turning love and joy to pain,

Hidden by the falling rain.

Tragedy becomes the norm

When hate and fear begin to form.

Hurtful lies tear lives apart

And cause more harm to a heart.

Once the pain and hate begin,

Nothing is the same again.

Once the lie has been revealed,

Secrets are no more concealed.

Then the healing can undo

What he has done unto you.

Once the healing has begun,

Love and happiness have won.

With the truth, you can defeat

The spiteful Lord of Deceit.

Copyright © 2000 Theresa King

Rictameter - it consist of 9 lines. The first and last lines are the same. 


line 1: two syllables 
line 2: four syllables 
line 3: six syllables 
line 4: eight syllables 
line 5: ten syllables 
line 6: eight syllables 
line 7: six syllables 
line 8: four syllables 
line 9: two syllables same as first 

Amir
my dream baby
bright, smart, dedicated
to love unconditionally
I gave you life and in return you will
continue to be my sweet heart
no matter how grown up
you will be my
Amir


daughter
I cherish you
the essence of beauty
the emotions I feel for you
be compared to anything on earth? No
blessed am I to have received you
through your eye's I see love,
Amaiya my,
daughter


children
the creation 
of the Almighty God
existing in the womb to be 
born into the lightness of compassion
caring, loving forever more
depending on your strength
belongs to you
children.


Rispetto: A Rispetto, an Italian form of poetry, is a complete poem of two rhyme quatrains with strict meter.  The meter is usually iambic tetrameter with a rhyme scheme of abab ccdd.  A Heroic Rispetto is written in Iambic pentameter, usually featuring the same rhyme scheme.

Tribute to Tuscany
In old Tuscany, this form of poetry

To stimulate the imagination's muse,

Has been passed down through every century,

To all writers whom the written words enthuse.

Even yet today, some vineyard covered hill,

Hung with clustered grapes, romantic souls instill

With a deep desire to try their hand once more

And resurrect a page from history's lore!

Rondeau: A Rondeau is a French form, 15 lines long, consisting of three stanzas: a quintet, a quatrain, and a sestet with a rhyme scheme as follows: aabba aabR aabbaR. Lines 9 and 15 are short - a refrain (R) consisting of a phrase taken from line one. The other lines are longer (but all of the same metrical length).

As I Was Warmed
As I was warmed by golden sun

And felt its peace when it was done,

A patch of clover, barely seen,

Reflected sun in jaunty green

As Winter fell and Spring had won.

I watched the children laugh and run.

I felt my spirit join their fun,

The lifting of a Winter screen

As I was warmed.

Time called for rain, but there was none.

A brand new season had begun

And March had painted pastel scene

As Jack Frost tried, once more, to glean

A final chill, but found not one

As I was warmed.

Sestina Style- is a poem consisting of six six-line stanzas and a three-line envoy. The six words that end each of the lines of the first stanza are repeated in a different order at the end of lines in each of the subsequent five stanzas. The particular pattern is given below. (This kind of recurrent pattern is "lexical repetition".) 
Pattern:
1 2 3 4 5 6 - End words of lines in first sestet.
6 1 5 2 4 3 - End words of lines in secondsestet.
3 6 4 1 2 5 - End words of lines in third sestet.
5 3 2 6 1 4 - End words of lines in fourth sestet.
4 5 1 3 6 2 - End words of lines in fifth sestet.
2 4 6 5 3 1 - End words of lines in sixth sestet.
(6 2)(1 4)(5 3) - Middle and end words of lines in tercet.

An example by me: "Chasing Echoes in Sestina Form"

Chasing Echoes (Sestina Form)
Do you hear someone call?
I look but can not see
Sounds I try to follow
Won't you please come with me?
Listen, can you not hear?
I think it's getting near.

Yes, it is getting near,
I can hear someone call
Listen, so you can hear.
Yet, no one can I see
So, do you believe me?
Hear that sound? Let's follow.

Come on! You can follow
I think we're getting near
Are you coming with me?
Come on I hear the call
Looking, still I can't see
Listen can you still hear?

Well tell me, can you hear?
Come on, lets go follow
This noise so we can see
The voice is getting near.
Well, do you hear that call?
Was it you? It's not me.

Oh no! It was not me
but tell me do you hear?
A voice does really call
Come on lets go follow
See if we can get near
Come on lets just go see.

It won't hurt us to see,
Come on don't you trust me?
I won't let it get near
Just close so we can hear
Well, will you please follow?
So we can find the call.

The call we shall both see
Follow the sound with me
Hear it we can't get near.
Shape Poetry or Concrete Poetry -Shape is one of the main things that separates prose and poetry. Poetry can take on many formats, but one of the most inventive forms is for the poem to take on the shape of its subject. So if the subject of your poem is a tree, then the poem's lines would be written so that the poem appears to take on the shape of a tree. 

A
Tall tree
In the forest
Branches wide
And leaves aplenty
It’s a haven for nature
A place for birds to rest
A safe place to build a nest
Offers us shelter from the storm
A shield from the rain and the snow
A cool place where we sit and dream
Theories evolved beneath their branches 
Many poems have been inspired by trees
And I think that Joyce Kilmer’s ode to the tree
Is without doubt the most wonderful tribute of all
I think that I
Shall never
See a poem
Lovely as
A tree
Song: A Song is an expression of a poet's personal emotions, meant to be sung.  Lyrics in a song contain 

verses (lines that make up a song; sung poem) and a chorus (a repeating verse in a song (refrain).

Blackbird singing in the dead of night
Take these broken wings and learn to fly
All your life
You were only waiting for this moment to arise
Blackbird singing in the dead of night
Take these sunken eyes and learn to see
All your life 
You were only waiting for this moment to be free.

Blackbird fly, Blackbird fly
Into the light of the dark black night.

Blackbird fly, Blackbird fly
Into the light of the dark black night.

Blackbird singing in the dead of night
Take these broken wings and learn to fly
All your life
You were only waiting for this moment to arise
You were only waiting for this moment to arise
You were only waiting for this moment to arise

Sonnet: A Sonnet is a poem consisting of 14 lines (iambic pentameter) with a particular rhyming scheme. Examples of a rhyming scheme:

#1) abab cdcd efef gg

#2) abba cddc effe gg

#3) abba abba cdcd cd  

A Shakespearean (English) sonnet has three quatrains and a couplet, and rhymes abab cdcd efef gg. An Italian sonnet is composed of an octave, rhyming abbaabba, and a sestet, rhyming cdecde or cdcdcd, or in some variant pattern, but with no closing couplet. Usually, English and Italian Sonnets have 10 syllables per line, but Italian Sonnets can also have 11 syllables per line. French sonnets follow in this same pattern, but normally have 12 syllables per line.

Sonnet of Demeter--Italian Sonnet
Oh the pirate stars, they have no mercy!

Masquerading as hope they tell their lies;

Only the young can hear their lullabies.

But I am barren and I am thirsty

Since she has gone. No hope is there for me.

I will roam and curse this earth and these skies--

Death from life which Zeus sovereign denies.

My heart's ill shall the whole world's illness be

Till she is returned-- my daughter, my blood--

From the dark hand of Hades to my care.

With my tears these mortals shall know a flood

To show Poseidon's realm desert and bare.

No myrtle shall flower, no cypress bud

Till the gods release her...and my despair.

Copyright © 2000 Erica Fay


Tongue Twister-are made up of lines that are hard to say fast.  In other words, the poem ties your tongue into knots. 


Six Pink Minks And Finks
six pink minks think finks stink

six finks think pink minks stink

six minks in creeks with finks stink

if six pink minks pick stinking ink  finks

if six pink minks had six sticks

with six pink ink finks in six creeks

then six minks and six finks

would have sixty six pink minks and six ink finks

then sixty six pink minks 

and sixty six ink finks 

would make six ink finks stink

cause six pink minks make finks stink

Copyright © 2001 Sean R. Ellis


Villanelle- A villanelle is a poetic form which entered English-language poetry in the 1800s from the imitation of French models. It is a nineteen-line poem consisting of a very specific rhyming scheme: aba aba aba aba aba abaa. The first and the third lines in the first stanza are repeated in alternating order throughout the poem, and appear together in the last couplet (last two lines). 

The Waking

I wake to sleep and take my waking slow.
I feel my fate in what I cannot fear.
I learn by going where I have to go.

We think by feeling. What is there to know?
I hear my being dance from ear to ear.
I wake to sleep and take my waking slow.

Of those so close beside me, which are you?
God bless the Ground! I shall walk softly there,
And learn by going where I have to go.

Light takes the Tree; but who can tell us how?
The lowly worm climbs up a winding stair;
I wake to sleep and take my waking slow.

Great Nature has another thing to do
To you and me; so take the lively air,
And, lovely, learn by going where to go.

This shaking keeps me steady. I should know.
What falls away is always. And is near.
I wake to sleep, and take my waking slow.
I learn by going where I have to go.

--Theodore Roethke
This area might be shaded green.
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